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An Old Man's Story.

Many yeais ago, a temperance meet-in- g

was Iield in a certain village. A lit-

tle; boy, wlio lived in the village, was
vcry anxions to go, and persuaded liis
fatliur to takc Ii'ud. Tlie boy never for-g-

that meeting, and lie wrote the
of it yeare afterwards. Oneoftho

speakers at the meeting was an old nian.
Ilis liair was white, and his brow

with agc and sorrow. AVlicn he
arose to speak, he said :

"My fricnds, I am an old man, stand-in- g

alone at the end of life's journey.
Tenrs are in my eyes and dccp sorrow is
in my lieart. I am without friends or
hoiuc, or kindred on carth. It was not
always so. Once I had a mothor. With gfnimre "
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ira drivcu from the of his home,
and old heart yearns i know if he
yet lic. I once lmd a babe a sweet,
lovely babe; but thcsc liands destrojed
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tiny handb uiion my fe eri.i cheek. of mitiht be uu in
My brave boy, if lie yet live?, would for--1 the statemcnt we are bceomiui: niore
give tlie sorrowing man for trcatmcnt and more a nation plca-ur- e fetkers.
that drove him out in the world, and One llluftratiou ol tlio!e moral

that maimed Iiim for life. C!od are. laay be Ibuiid iu the lia.ion for
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One element in this ma- -

nia deserves a more notice.
As I hare already suggetted, tho passion
for amusements is, conspicuously, a
sion for amusements. There was
a time our people, if
amusement, uia not find it ltnpracticabl
to themselves at home ;

the thought of home mtimately blen'
ded with their
do not mean that they had no social
amusements old. In the
old a village tavern had its

well "huikings" and "quiltings."
Hut in (as it seems to an old
man's memory) merely a
place the family was boarded
lodged, and where the domestic drudgery
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the of afl'ection, and hope, and
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young men in our
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who are drawn into giving, out of
their scanty means, the support of
public amusemcnts, time which they
might oecupy with the acquisition
of knowledgc, with inexpensive and

pleasnres, and the money
if might make them
in after 1
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than

amusement?, if neccssarv lar less costly,
and at the sanie time far mora effectivo
for all legitimate uses, than the most ol
those public amusements on which so

inuch is expcnded in our cities and largcr
villnges ?

One thought more. Life in this world.
and under these humai responsibilitios,
means business earncst, hearty work as
under the eye of God ; and just so far as
any man or wonuin lives for amuscmeut,
so far there is a wasto or loss ot Iite.

Internal lmjtrovcmcnts.

1 ventured last year upon the sugges-

tion that in withholding her aid and
countenance from great public cnterprise
the state was retarding her own devclon- -
ment, limiting, if not loosing her active
population, and damagiug her iudustrial
and tinancial prosperity. I am awarc
that many dill'er with me in that opin- -

idti. I his is to bo cxpected. iucii ot
lortuno whose tnxcs amount to laree
suins, arc apt to fear that without con
stitutional cheek the pcoplo would be
reckless of expenditnre, and those who
have struggled through dilliculties and by
hard earings and hardsavings have gain- -

ed a comlortable competcncy nro natur
ally cuutious. But there is courage with
out rashiiess, anu caiiinni wauuui innui
ity. It is not necessary to open thc
Treasury to plunder, or to exposc thc

htate to uo swept 10 uuaiicini ruin oy
sudden burst ot enthusiasm or tempta- -

tion. The constitutional restnction
might, at least, be so modified that the
States would not be absolutely debarrcd
from giving any encouragement by her
credit to measures vital to her prosperi-

ty. It would be entirely easy to provide
that the State should be perlectly ccur-e-d

against loss or the actual payment of
a dollar. No matter it in tuese measures
some private intcrests were ndvauced, if
by so doing thc public interests were ten
r'l i ti,:. cctom cP1010. IUOIU SU. s .n:i,iiiuic
elTectivc, less expensive than to throw
the burden upon towns, as we do now.
The State guarantees wouiu be more
wisely granted, and would have amore
commanding credit.

One raason the State has so little pri-

vate wealth is becaase ihe has not
public enterpriso. and she now

upon this privats wealth to carry on
her most momentous concerns. So ve
move in a perpetual circle, vithout ad-

vance. There can be no enthusiasm for
a State while theso things are so. Our
people want sometliing to do. Either
capital or employment every man must
liave. Our youug men uo not ass aiu

they k opportunity. Becaiifp they
cannot find it here, they seek itelsewhere.
AVe have lands to be sure, but scarcely
any encouragement to work thcin. It is

our duty to adopt a policy which will
open the avenues of industry, and quick-e- n

all the currents of life. This is the on-l- y

saving, nay, the only safe courso.
Nor does tho fact that wc havo our

war debt upon us afford anything but an
additioual argument iu favor of this

Capitalists will not ilistrust the
credit ofa State which is full of iudutry
and life, vigorojuly puhing forward its
public cnterprises, opeuing its resources,
and laying a basis for iuture staluhty.
uather would they ditcrcdit a State which
barely trying to hold its own, shrinks
from day to day, whose highest anxicty
is to pay its debts, instcad of entering
with a strong hand upon measures which
would Ieave the debts a tiitle. Prum
Goi: Cfiumberlain's aiiniial aihlress.

Our Flrst J'ac'tlic linllroml.
nv i. i;iciiAiti)sox.

I say our "lirst" road, beeaiHe cliil
dren now living will see four or live

completed fiom the Mi:sis?ippi to
the l'acilic.

TUKEE P.EI.TS Ol' STAT11S.

Our new states west of the Oreat
H'lTer, naturally divide theinelve.s into
three belts or tiers. The northern

Minncsota, IJ.icotah, Montaua.
Idaho, 'Washington and Ore;on.

Ihe southern liieludes the Iiidiau ier- -
ritor, Aew Alcxico and Anzona.

The central belt, compri-e- s lowa and
Misouri, Nebraska and Kansas Colora- -

lo, Nevada, L'tah and Calil'ornia. It is

far mora populous than the other two
ombined. Along it u;cd (o be the track

of the Lutliiloes, and tlie Iii.hans. Along
it were beaten the liit tiaiN nf eiilia-tio- n

by Mormon and L'aliforuia emi- -

grants. Here natuie has estaliii-lie- il the
enters of popiihuioii, the rsules ot travel.

to
MissuiKl. )n going

nearly prnirie. i well watercd valley more than
and in and hundred unu. tlie follows a

nuniilation a mil- - natural grade ol les seven feet
liou.

Misouri. half largc as I 'niti d

Ivingilom of(5reat Hritain and Irelaud :

with a pleasaut climate and mot iirtile
soil: with more land adaptvd t the
lirape thau avriireate vincvard
Franoo: l)oundle made Calilor-- !
timlur. -- i:,N.
Empire Stato of the interior iii.Iced ot

the whole l mou, with Miilih' o

of California. I lor population
about a milbon quartcrs.

lCANsAS, NKIlKAsK il.ol; A D.

ICainas, though pnorcr in and
iniuorals. the riehcst and l.iiivt ol our
pnune states. wclvo year- - ot Ireo
bor, luiTO convorted her trom a .htuile,
into a commonwealtli with a quar-te- r

of million of jieople.
Nebraska, alo all irairio though hard-

ly rich in soil, is an exeullont agricnl- -

tural state. Her ptipulatimi forty or
fifty

In Kan-'a- and the
prairie.soil becoinc moro and moro samly

ncar the bordcrs of Colorado, it
mcrges into ono sand descrt. From
this point to 1 acilic, there litllo
ncriculture without irrisatiun. lint
where is once turned on, theseoiii- -

mgly sterile earth yields wilh surpii-'iii-

abundance.
In central Colorado, the Kocky Mmin- -

tains rise nght up a wail. Irom gent-l- y

rolling to hight cf
three thousand feet. The moiintain viow
from Denver is probably finer than
any other considwable town
world.

Colorado, in lSjt has rich
treasures of gold, and inipatiently wait
the Pacific Jtailwav to devolop thom. Its
population is twenty-tiv- o thousand.

UTAH AXIl XIA A1A.

Utah has a huudred thousand people.
ninety-nin- e one hundredthsof them Mor- -

mons. It i up ot snowy niouii-tain- s

rich vallevs and basins bo- -

tween, adminibly to ngriculture,
alt

way

talt. .ultl of

San
cIloked

iueadows,with lakclets and brooks
stretch all encircling
mouutaius.

Nevada is dreariest and barrenest
all our Idaho. It is d

mouutaius, aud hills,
deserts, witliout tree, shrub, any

savo in of valley ISut

thouali it had no iuliabitants nino
years ago, its great eiu, known
as the Conistock Lode, though only

has sixty mil-

lions of dollars in silver.

nia adas and cai.ifohxia.
Iu Wetern Nevada, rise the grand

Sierra Nevadas by far the niosl strik-in- g

mountains on our cuntinent.
glitters Tabor, a

lake, more than a mile above tea
It is perfectly

bottom is seen distinctness at
depth nearly a feet. It

grander and
Already, two hotels

ncar it, and a
for the Californians. Thc state

line and
it.

can I of a
paracraph The metropo- -

lis, like than any
has up on

barren hills, in years, iu a
genial, that tlnn

never worn, though roses in
and grapes the

tables for six mouths tho year the
kindly orange and

side by side apple,
and cherry; the great vineyard which

yet supply tlie whole tho

prolilio suil, whose wheat already feeds
people in China and Japan, and

our citizens evcn in tlie Genessee
Vallcvs the cold mines yield
fifty millions a year ; ths (ifty thousand
Chinesc who swarm in the young state,
leaving their women and at
home, and even shipping their live
thouaud miles home to be huried the
Geysers, where water and steam shoot
up from the earth iu a thouand places,
roaring, like a huge ship blowing
oll her steam tho Yosamitc

where Swit.crland is compresed
into an arca of ten mile, where stands a
waterfall, sixteen times higlicr than 2si- -
agara and twelve times higher Bun-l.-

Ilill Monumeiit, and where solid
mountain of granite rise perpendicularly,
withaut a scam, for three quartcrs of a
mile big trecs older than the
Christian Kra and with trunks 25 and
30 fect in diameter: to peak fitly of all
thuse would till a volume.

nn: ;i:i:at isaiiavay.
Along great of the future,

runs our (irst l'acilic railroad. The main
stem starts Omaha, Nebraska, but
three Kiin-a- s furks leave the Missouri,
respectively at Atchison, Leavenwortli
and Wyandott. 'I'he present wostern
end, is Sacramento. where passengers
tnkc river steamei-- ' for San Francisco,
IM miles. ltnt tlie ultimate terminus
will be O.ikland, two miles across the
bay S.in h'rancisco.
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oatanl. reoeives Atthis
" bonds, nin to tlie boys, thcn

a but actually gift, ward, a few he.id
dollar: for mile seo if him.

l. wlior. thc loute i level the euine at
giadin thoii-an- d uttered a which
evor- - mile uloug the l, and fortv

thou-an- d for mile the
niuiiiilaiii-- . where heavy grading is

In to this. each y

to and sell its
bond-- . for the sauic amouiits jier

mile. bonds. as a mortgage upon
thc havo priority over its indebted-nos- s

the governnient. It is the most
niiiiiitieont eiidowinent public work

reooivod. but no than the
enterpri-- e dcscrvo.

ri:o;i:i-.ss- . ai.i:i:aiy mvih:.
twenty thousand laborcrs are

cmploed tho main stem. The
frnni Omaha to San Francisco is
oentooii hundred mile.--. On

end the locoinotive going westward, has
reachod the Kocky Mountains in Colora-

do. The one coming from Sac-

ramento has penetrated the Sicrra Neva
das into the state of

Thc ntpid railway building in
the world, has bocn done along thc
One mile a day, was formerly consider-e- d

last g ; but here two
and two and a halt, been laid
for wooks togeiher. About ono

miles remain to be constructed.

in r.K (.ojiiM.r.ir.n ix tiikxi: yi".ai:s.

In 1S70. tho gap will and
thc groat hiuhwav opened from Western
ICurope to the Celostial Einpirc and the
lardiest Indies. Alreadv.the and
lino-- t sioatnors in the world connect with

andtotruit. i he great montl.lv,10 wc,tl,ru tciiiiinus, plving
miles long, is so uense tnat at water 0.K.h hetweon San Fnmcisco, China
three gallons will produce one .gallon ol .,,, ,).,,,.;. 'piiev are of American build
pure Ltke city, with & the,)Weihip ; largest are nearly
lation of nearly twenty tnousand, is the ,, i,uniCI1) ,! have cost about

town uetwoen j.caenoiui nuii OII0 i,,Hlioii tlolhusA aiiiccc.
it consi-t- s o. adobo As !IS COmpleted, both cnds of the

housescovei-e- wiiu l .in, with and
and vines. of clear water tl.rcad ,,.,.;, cnormous rojits. And
the streets, anu tne iiisiaucc givoiii ,i :,.i. ,1,,.- -, ,, i;..:..,, ,..iin fnllr
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coiiipiviionds what the value ot the great
tlioioiighfare will be to us when the
wanting link is supplied, in devcloping
our gold and silver resourcej, al
ready tuni out a Iiundred millions per
year, and in ten years thereafter, will
t out live hundred millions annually ;

building up our domestic
and giving us the carrying trade of thc
world.

tih: mii:ci.i:s modcrn srmvci:.
In three vears it will be but a

journey from the to ilie l'acilic.
Out iu the very heart of the American

t, every morinng will see passon
gers irom Hong Kong and San Francisco
exchanging giveting and newspapcrs
jiasciigois from Lyndon and New York

their trains are stopping
for brcakfast. Our daily iournals will
vot give us by l'acilic Cable despatches
only a hours old from the islands of
the and the Central Flowery King- -
dom. Ihese miracles modern scieuce
how they abolish and spacc, like
the flaming vision ot the Apocalypse

"And 1 saw mighty angel. . . .cloth-e- d

with a cloud. And a rainbow was
upon his hcad, and his faco was as it
were the sun, his feet as pillars of
fire. And he his nght fcot upon the
sea and his left foot upon the earth and
swaro by Him that that time should
le no more-

Mrs. Cunningham, tried some years
since for tho murder of Dr. liurdell, in
New lork, cndcavoruig, m thc Call
fornia to get a divorce from
niau nained Hyde, whom shu married in
that btate.

Jlouseless Jiy Xlght.
"Ilark !" exclainied Harry suddenly ;

"Thcrc's Hector growling and scratching
at thu side door. Itun and let him in,
Suiie."

Susie jumped and opened the door,
and bounded a huge black dog.

"Lie down He;tor ! Down with you
sir !" cried Harry, as the ilog leaped up-

on him and rcsted two forc paws on his
shouldcr.

lint Hector would not lie down. Hc
comniciiced fawning on Harry pull-in- g

at the lappels of his jacket, as it he
had sometliing to tell him.

"For shame, Hector. Your paws are
all wet. You've covered me with snow.
Down, I tell you."

Tlius repulsed, the dog dropped ilown
and turned to Charlie. Heseized Char--
lie's coat liis jaws, and began to
pull it gcntly. Every now and then, he
would utter a low plaintiTC growl, look-in- g

eamestly all the time in Charlie's
face.

got sometliing out doors for
you, said Susie. "rerhaps it s a wood- -

chuck.
I.ct's go and see," cxclaiined Harry

startin;i up.
AVhen Hector saw tlie bovs risc to

their fect, delight evident. He
ran to the liall, where their caps and
tippets were hanging, and stood

his tail, and now and then civing a
runs almost while them

"Where are you going, boys ?" asked
their mother, coming iu at moment.
"It's gclting near Harry."

"I know it mother. but Hector ha
found somethin'i in the snow. A'e think

"l-- and we are
totliDiuand leet m than

L11 It.ul n ,ot

end
for

and

Shut the door tight after you, or
snow will blow into the entrv."

bounded through the yard so fast
they could scarcely keep up with him.
Outside thc gate, and down the open
road he them on the They

full a quarter of a mile down the
road, before they stopped to take breath.

There was a piece of wood here,
through which thc ro ran to the

built by lage, dislant.
Union Coinpany among trees, but stopped when

d Now and cap- - found not follow.
italis?-- . laris Omaha uut irnim'.inv farthor
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ai plainly as words could have done :

"1 lease come a little farthor."
'Let's go in and see what he has got."

said Harry. "It in"t dark, for there's
a moon behind the s, and wc
can see well enough."

So they went in after Hector. Not
more than three or four yards. before
they saw twohuman ligures in the snow.
The dog leaped forward and commenccd
lickmg tlie hands of a little boy, who
at near the trunk of a tree, with the

hcad ofa smaller boy lying in hi lap.
ho are vou : asked llarrv, m sur- -

prie, when he saw them.
I'm so cold," answered thc boy, in a

voice broken by sobs. "and Otto is going
to sleep so souud I can't wake him up."

I hey are lreczing to death, Harry,
cried Charlie. "l'eople always grow
leepy when they frceze. AVe must help

them up out of the snow, and get them
home quick."

Harry seized the boy who had spoken,
under both arms and pullcd him upon
his fect, while Charlie lifted the other,
who was almost insensible. and only
murmured faintly when he was raised
up.

Ihe older of the two, could scarcely
stand, but staggered about, as if his feet
ind leirs were quite numb.

" lake hold ot my arm, said Harry,
and wo'U get to a hre m two mmutc:

Can you manage with thc other fellow.
Charlie

I gucss so, with Ilector's help," he
answered. 'Kun to the hou?e as fast as
vou can, and ask some one to meet me

Ilarn-- tuckcd the bov's hand under
his arm, and startcd oll' briskly, half
dragging him along over thc snow
Charlie had more trouble with his charge,
lor though the boy was not heavy, he
was rather too large for Charlie to carrv.
So hc called Hector, anl placing the
helpless child on tho dog's back he held
him on with both hands while Hector, as
if hc knew exactly what was cxpected
of him. walked slowly and carclully to- -
wards thehouse.

Before thoy were half wav thoro, how'
evor, . Iiarlie tather met tncm witn a
lantcrn. and taking the n child
in his arms, carned him within doors.

The eldest boy, whoe name was rritz.
was soon made conifortablc, and was
able to cat some hot supper, and tell
their story. l'oor little Otto, revived af-

ter a while, and at length was able to sit
up and coinprehend where he was.

Ihen hntz told how they came out m
tho storm. Thoy were two little street
inusicians, who pln-c- each a violin, and
got pennies from people for their music
ISut a cross old Jcw was their master,
who furnished them and a dozen other
boys, with their instrumcnts, and then
took trom them at night all they earned
luring the day, giviug them in return
their supper and lodging, and a uieagre
breakfast.

"Andifwe didn't get so many pen
nies every night, ha gave us nothing at
all to cat," said Fritz. ' 'So Otto and
me agreed to run into the country this
Chriatmas time. "We didn't think it had
to take our violins with us, bccause our
master was so cruel, and we had paid
the worth of them many times orcr. We

told no one about it, eiccpt ono of the

bors, who carricd a hand orgau, and hc

would have como with us, if we had

waitcd till after Christmas. His organ

was too heavy to carry, on such a long
tramp, and he could take such a handful

iof ienniea in thc holidays, that he want--

cd to wait, that hc might have them to
come away with. So Otto and I came
by ourselres. We havo bsen a week ou
the road now, playing our violius all the
way, but wc didn't get many pennies,
and we had no eupper, and uo
money to pay for lodging, and to we got
cold and hungry and lost our way in tlie
wood. We uted to have a nice Christ-ma- s

once," added Fritz, "when my fath-
er and mother were alive, but they ilied
when Otto was very little, and thcn we
lived iu the stroets, till the Jew tiicked
U3 up, and taught us to play."

I oor little boys : Lhey were liomeless
wandercrs indeed, and that night they
had a good supper and a warm betl, the
lirst for a long time.

Mr. Mason kept them till after Christ- -
inas and Mrs. Mason (ittcd them out each
with a warm suit of cloths for a Chrut-ma-s

present.
And when the cw Year began they

had found homes in farm hoiues not so
far apart but they could see each other
often. They are now learning to be

and I hope they will grow up good
and useful men. As for Hector, he has
over since bcen thc hero of the story, of
liow lie saved the lives ol two housoless
little boys who were lost iu the buow.
ConijrcijaliontiVut.

TlIItKi: IIOURS C'OMB.VT WITH AN El.- -
r.i'HANT. Tho particulars of a terrible
light with Tippoo Sahib, the n

elephant, now o(J years old and wcighing
10,000 pounds. which occured at

Ind., are thus related by the
Cinciniiati Commercial :

Tho battle rculted from a change iu
his keepers. Frank Nash, his keepcr
for ten years, wa supplantcd by Charies
Johnson, formerly of liarnuni's Menag-eri-

The elephant was in pjarticularly
bad humor with all lnankind. Ho would
allow nobody in his quarters, striking at
eiery intruder with his trunk and tusks
iiiost vioiously. On Tucsday liiorning
last at ten o'clock thc combat opened.
The new keepcr, with nine assistants.
had fully equippcd hiiiiself with chains
and cables for tying, and spears and
pitchforks for subduing Tippoo. The
lirst thing done was to fastcn a brickbut
to tlie end ofa rope and throw it over
the end of the which latter
ii fastened to one leg and one tusk. 15y

means of this rope a twenty-to- n cable
chain, formerly used to subdue the

Hannibal, was around
the tusk.

Ncxt an excavation three feat deep
was made under the sill of the hou--

and while the elcphant's attention wns
attr.icted to tho other side of thc room
by a pail of water poured into his trough
the cablc chain was paised through tho
excavation and to heavy stakos
uiits'nle. All this time the infuriatcd
monter struck at all around him with
terrible ferocity, and tugged at his chain
with incredible momentum. The next
thing accoinplishcd was the Biiaring of
his hind lecs. This was consuminated
by the slinging of frcsh ropes aroiuul
those two stately pillars of elephant HpsIi

and bonc, and muscle, and linally, by
tcalthy strategy ef the kccper and auoth- -

er man. these rope were fastened to
stutnp' outside. Thc elephant was now
sufliciently pinioned to allow the order
"charge pitchforks" to be gien. Ihe
men, armed with those ugly iinplcments
of oll'ence, plungcd them into thc ram- -

paging beast, taking care ot coui-e-
, to

avoid pcnetrating his eyes or joints. The
tenderest spot m au elephant is just

thc lore legs, and that locality was
proddcd most unniercifully.

By means of a hooked spear sunk m
his back Tippoo was brought to his
knecs, but he surged up again with such
nwful strength that lie sweept his

oll' their feet, and made his
chain whistle like fiddlc string. After
an hour's fihting he was down on 1ns

sido. but for two hours longer hc tuggud
at his chains with frenzied obstinaey.
Ho pulled so hard at times that his hind
legs were straight out behind him, and
three feet from tho ground. At the end
of the three hours thc giant gave in by
trumpeting, which is the elephant way
of crying cnough. The moment this

cry was heard the battle ceased.
The kecper made Tippo get up and lio
down a number of times, and he was as
obedient to tho word of commaiid as a
gcntlc pony. Tho animal was then
groomed and rubbed otl' with whisky.
Hc allowed all manner of libcrties with-

out so nitieh as llapping au car. Ho was
a subjugated elephant. At ono stagc of
thc light tho dog Jack, (a companion of
thc elephant,) thought sumc of thc tieing
husiness foul play. Ho llew upon John-
son' s back and tried to sink his fang o

his neck, but was pulled otl' and drag-ce- d

out of tho room. Jack cvidently
sympathized with his big friend.

A good story is told at the expcnso of
two brothcrs in Whateley, who owncd a
ilog, and had had his life tlircatened

he wan't liccnsed. Tho other
day, when thc constable callcd tokill the
animal, one of the wivcs ou her own

paid for a liccnse, whil at
the same time her husband was paying
for one at the town clerk's oi!i e. Thu
lio- of the jokt, howevcr, camo out at
night, when the other brotlicr came hoino
with thc intelligence that hc had killed
the dog. A doublo liccnse, ovcn, didn't
save him.

Let children play, like the birds and
lambs. They can't help it. "Why,
Charies," said a mother, whose little boy

was rolling hecls over hcad on thc car-pe-t,

"what is thc matter with you?
Can't you keep still ." "No, ma,' he

taking auother turn, "I can't stop,
I'm so choek full of teetcr!"

Jefl' Davis was looking in vcry good
health at New Orleans, New Year's day
and is going up to his old Mississippi
plautatioii, tiow owned and run by one
of his "niggers." He has a wider

on bail for treason than as president
of the confcdcracy, and exerciso agrces
with him.

Mr. Bonncr, wlio likes to havo evory-bod- y

who is anybody writo for the Ludg-o- r,

asked Gen. Grant to bccoine also a
Cdntributor, and that thu General told
him, "You may print my specchus."
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